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A new publication on research and development for neglected diseases

Neuchâtel, 18 October 2010. How can biomedical and pharmaceutical research and development be stimulated in Switzerland in order to fight neglected diseases (Chagas, Dengue fever or river blindness)? A researcher of the Institute of Health Law at the University of Neuchâtel sheds light on this question in a book that has just been released.
It is difficult to treat a person affected by Chagas disease or river blindness. Effective medicines are rare and little effort is made to develop new products. How can research and development be stimulated for diseases that are qualified as neglected because of their prevalence in the poorest regions of the world and for which only little R&D, thus pharmaceutical products, exist?
Under the direction of the professors Daniel Kraus and Olivier Guillod, this question has been examined from all angles by Beatrice Stirner, within the framework of a research project financed by the Swiss National Science Foundation. During almost three years, the lawyer, specialized in the field of intellectual property, has undertaken a detailed research on the incentives for innovation in the pharmaceutical sector in order to help the poorest populations affected by neglected diseases. The book, just printed, provides the result of her research.
First conclusion: Public private development partnerships for neglected diseases are excellent driving forces for research and development in the field. “Our inquiry has shown that it is difficult to incentivize a pharmaceutical company to initiate original product development for a neglected disease. However, the majority of the companies are prepared to collaborate with a non-profit organization that performs the product research and development.” Multiple cases of effective collaborations already exist, where pharmaceutical companies, for example, open up their confidential compound libraries for public private partnerships.  “Rather than re-inventing the wheel each time”, Beatrice Stirner proposes “to foster initiatives that are already in place.”
Her book does limit itself to the discussion of public private product development partnerships but explores other possible routes, such as the creation of a patent pool for neglected diseases research and development. “You have to imagine this as a kind of deposit in which companies store their intellectual property and supply it to third parties contributing to R&D for neglected diseases”, as the researcher of the University of Neuchâtel explains. “This allows to take advantage of scientific advances while reducing the time consuming processes of intellectual property searches and negotiations with IP owners.”
In order to reinforce the provided solutions, the author supports her findings by multiple interviews conducted with representatives from the Swiss pharmaceutical industry, public-private product development partnerships, non-governmental organizations and Swiss government agencies. She analyses the role of Switzerland in the light of the country’s competitive advantage in biomedical research and development. The first part of the book examines the recent socio-economic and legal context of neglected diseases.
Written in English, the book is intended for people directly or indirectly working in the area of pharmaceutical innovation for developing countries and organizations ensuring access to medicines in these countries.  It is particularly intended for international organizations involved in the fields of public health and innovation (WHO, UNITAID, the Global Fund, WTO, WIPO etc.), public-private product development partnerships, as well as representatives of Member States affiliated with these organizations, who will all find valuable information in the book.
The book can be ordered online at http://www.publications-droit.ch/ or per par fax ++41 32 718 12 81
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